TOP 10 LIST
This is an active and engaging way to encourage students to review their notes and texts to identify the most important ideas and concepts from a unit of work. The skill being developed is listing, and sorting main and supporting ideas. As well, as students use this regularly as a quick AfL tool, they learn to focus on what is important. 
The teacher provides a template. The first time the strategy is used the teacher models with the students the process of generating ideas, then selecting the key or important ones. 

 (
BEFORE (a modelling lesson)
Teacher needs to: 
Duplicate the template – one for each student (NB. Each curriculum area will amend the template to suit its need and the topic) 
Decide which lesson, and when in the lesson
Teacher needs to consider how to model the use of the strategy (to reinforce the notion of key ideas)
Choose a topic as an example
Ask students to share ideas 
Record their ideas on the board
Ask pairs of students to choose what they think are the top 10 ideas. 
Record: circles or ticks – to show each group’s thinking 
Discuss and come to an agreement
Consider how to assist struggling learners eg 
Provide them with a list of statements – they decide if T/F. If F how do they make it true. 
Consider how to extend advanced learners – rank 10 items, and explain why 
)
















 (
DURING (the next lesson this strategy to be used, soon after the model lesson)
Teacher explains that 
They will use the top 10 list strategy
There are key steps
 
They will work with a partner 
Template and task is given out 
Students use their notes and texts to make up the list 
Students work to a time line  
Teacher may observe during the activity 
Student readiness (some may resist first time around)
Student ability to work on their own
And 
question students about their choices(ask and listen to answers
Make notes about student facility with task, skill at identifying key ideas, working collaboratively and so on
 
)














 (
AFTER 
Teacher will decide whether to 
Collect completed template
Make notes about misunderstandings or gaps in students understanding
Give feedback (briefly) to the class about the way in which they worked, a few specific points about what s/he noted they had all understood
Provide feedback to students individually 
Write on the bottom of their template
Students paste template into their book or work file
Form a needs-based group to follow up next day, if necessary (planning may have to be altered) or whole class if a specific point not understood by all.  
)














Examples 
	MY TOP TEN LIST
Name: __________________________                                           Date: ________
Topic: 
Character study
Describe the top 10 things you need to know about this character including attributes, quotes, what others think/say about the character, what actions the character takes, conflicts the character has, how the character changes over time. 

	1
	

	2
	

	3 …
	






	MY TOP TEN LIST 
Name: __________________________                                           Date: ________
Topic:___________________________
An historical figure
Describe the place or time period when the person lived, his or her background or job, his/her achievements, impact on others, attributes, impact on others.

	1
	

	2
	

	3 …
	






	MY TOP TEN LIST 
Name: __________________________                                           Date: ________
Topic:____________________________
A concept
Define the concept, give examples, describe how it works, steps involved in it, tips and hints to use and remember how to use it, use in real life, why it’s important to know about. 

	1
	

	2
	

	3 …
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Name: __________________________                                           Date: ________
Topic:___________________________
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